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During the four weeks ending March 23, an average of 28 per cent of all 
workers were employed esch week--23 per cent on reguler employment and 5 
per cent on public assistance projects. An severage of 72 per cent were 


unemployed each week. 
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(This is the second of @ series of reports to be issued monthly on 
the employment situation of agricultural workers living in F. S. 4. 
migratory labor camps. The data for these reports are supplied from 
a ten per cent semple of ell families in camps--a new semple being 
selected every week. 411 members of each housenold who are workings 
or seeking work are reported upon with regard to their employment 
activities during the week in which the family is included in the 
sample). 


Berkeley, California. April 27, 1940. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Bureau of Agricultural Hconomics 
and 


Farm Security Administration 
Employment and Harnings of Farm Workers Residing in Farm Security 
Administration Migratory Labor Camps in California and Arizona 
March, 1940 
FARM EMPLOYMENT STILL AT LOW LEVEL 

Farm employment in California and Arizona continued through March 
at a level which is not much improved over the low level of January. 
According to the monthly reports of the Agricultural Marketing Service 
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture there were approximately 12 
workers available for every ten farm jobs in these two States in January 
of this year. The situation was slightly but not materially improved by 
April 1. The excess of labor resulted mainly from slow demand rather than 
from increases in the numbers of workers. for the nation as a whole, 
supply of farm labor is in excess of demand, but the excess is not as great 
as in the case of California and Arizona. Moreover, the national farm 
sapleyment picture has improved much more rapidly since the first of January 
than has that in Arizona and California. 

Turning to the employment of workers residing within the FSA migratory 
labor camps, our weekly sample studies based on ten percent of the resident 
families reflects a much more serious situation than is shown for all farm 
workers by the Agricultural Marketing Service. During each of the four 
weeks ending March 23, 1940* as an average only 23 per cent of the workers 


in the camps were able to secure employment. An additional 5 per cent were 


eee. 


ee 


* On account of certain problems arising in the reporting of employment, 
no summary was issued for the four-week period between January 27th 
and February 24the 
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occupied, on the average, on public assistance projects (WPA, NYA, and 
FSA work orders). This leaves an average of 72 per cent who were un- 

employed during each of the weeks. The proportions of employment vary 
considerably among areas, and this will be discussed at a later point. 

Those employed on other than public assistance projects received 
an average of about 3 days employment (See Table 1). Since the avorage 
earnings, similarly determined, wore only $5.26 per week, it is evident 
that the average earning per day of omployment was less than $2.00. 

The average ecarnings per family for all familics (including the 
unemployed) from other than public assistance projocts was $2.47 per week 
(See Table 2). Additional carnings amounting to an average of 77 conts 
from public assistance projects raise the total oarnings for all fomilics 
to an averago of $3.24 por week for tho four-weck period. 

The omployment index has risen from on avorage of 6.6 in January 
to 12.0 for Marche This indicates both that more workers obtained jobs 
during March and also that tho amount of omployment obtained by those 
working has incroasod. 

The average distance traveled to jobs during March was slightly 
less than during January. Nevortheloss, since the avorago romains at 
approximatcly 10 eae it is ovidont that FSA camp occupants aro roe 
quired to travol considorable distancos to sccuro the moagor employment 


which thoy roccivo.e 


MPLOYMENT CONDITIONS BY REGIONS 
Northern California Camps (Windsor, Gridloy, Yuba City, Wintors, 
Thornton )e- Camps in this region report very little agricultural omploy- 


mente Principal jobs wore in wood cutting, cloaning out brush and 


~Le 


pulling woeds, lovoe patrol, and construction. High wages in the two 
latter types of jobs tend to raiso the average CArningse 

san Joaquin Valloy Camps (Westley, Visalia*, Shaftor, Arvin*, Corcoran ).- 
Mobilo Unit No. 2 at Corcoran roports 100 por cont wmomployment throughout 
tho four-week period. Employment conditions around Wostloy wore rolative- 
ly favorablo during tho early part of the month, with principal comploymont 
in spinach cutting. At Shaftor, omploymont improved during tho lattor 

part of the month but was still at an wunfavorablo lovole As is ovident 
from Table 3, San Joaquin Valley camps reported the lowcost lovel of om-= 
ployment activity of any of the regions. 

Imperial and Coacholla Yalloy Comps (Indio, Calipatria, Brawlcoy, Holtvillo).- 
Familics in tho Indio camp wore able to socuroe considerable omployment dure 
ing the lattor part of tho month in grapofruit picking, truck crops and 
irrigatinge Pca picking was the principal omployment at Calipatria and 
Brawleye Many fomilios woro able to got work but for only 2 or 3 days dur- 
ing the wock. Brawloy familios woro able to pick up some misccllancous odd 
jobs. At Holtvillo the situation was similar to Calipatria oxccopt that the 
2 or $ days work thore por wook was principally in the carrots. 

Arizona Camps (Agua Fria).e- Roports were rocoived for only the first two 
weekse Those reports indicate that omployment has fallen off considerably 
Since oarlior in the yoar.e Only miscollanoous jobs wore reported for the 


first two weoks. 
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* Tho reports from those two camps appoared to be inaccurato, ‘thorcefore 
they wore oxcludod from tho summary for this poriode 
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LOCATION OF THE FARM 
SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
MIGRATORY LABCR CAMPS 
IN CALIFORNIA 


Northern California 


(1) Gridley 
C2 Yuberci ty 
(3) Winters 
(4) Windsor 
(5) Thornton 


San Joaquin Valley 


(6) Westley 

(7) Firebaugh 

(8) Visalia 

9) Mobile #2 (Corcoran) 
) Shafter 

11) Arvin 


Imperial and Coachella Valleys 


(12) "Indio 

(13) Mobile #1 (Calipatria) 
(14) Brawley 

(15) Mobile #3 (Holtville) 
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LOCATION OF THE 
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
MIGRATORY LAROR CAMPS 


IN ARIZONA 
PA 
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(16) Agua Fria 
(17) 11-Mile Corners 

(18) Yuma 

(19) Eloy (Mobile Camp in 
storage, not operating) 
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